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'Hé5%' Antle, Report'on Trip to Forts Riley and Leavenworth, o
1 . : , '

Qﬁérféré Fﬁrnishihgs. A1l bunks, beﬁches and tables are méde
by the Quartermaster Department. They are to be made of such
material as ls available to the Department.

& diagram of a table is attached.
An officer's quarters other than living quarters will be A
furnighed with the following: 2 common degsks or tables
' ' 6 common chairs .
1 pair common andirons : ’
1 pair shovel and tongs

A1l bunks, benches, tables, desks, cahirs are to be finished with
5 gtain made of & mixture of burnt sienna and vandyke brown
gtirred up in water. This stain is to peapplied with asponge.

The mixture will be darkened to taste but uniform for all fur-
Aiture and equipment. The above equipment is aniform for all
barracks, guardhouses, hospitals and offices. . - .

Painting. All door and window and any other woodwork will be
painted with white lead paint, with thege exceptions:

Shutters and window shades will use verdigris
Fireplace mantels will be of lamp black

ALl pigments will be mixed with oil or covered with oil.-

Barracks and Quarters Regulations, 1860,



DESCRIPTION OF RECOMMENDED PURNISHINGS

In the years before the advent of modern trans-
portation, the household effects of transferred United
States Arm& officers and their families rolled across
the western prairies and plains in wagons brovided by the
Quartermagter Department. Crowded into every nook and
coerner of fhe wagon beds were packing boxes, barrels,
furniture, and supplies. From these, the poundage sirictly
regulated by rank, an Army wife would make a home at her
hustand's new post. Although some prized possessions had
been left behind, too bulky to transport, and some breakage
would occur before the final box had been unpacked, these
women uncomplainingly accepted their lot and even, when
their husbands reached retirement, looked back with nostalgia
and affection to their moves., It was from such a mold that
Charlotte Swords was cast,

Understandably, Charlotte must have exclaimed with
delight, when her brand new guarters at Fort Scott were
ready for occupancy. They had been built under the super-
vigion of her husbénd, Thomas, who was assistant quarter-
master at the post., Since Captain Swords had visited his
wife at Fort Leavenworth frequently while she was walting
for the guarters to be finished, Charlotte may have had a

rare opportunity to plan the furnishings for her new home



1]

.in advance, Our knowledge of what Mrs., Swords packed and
gent in the wagonsg that lumbered out of Fort Leavenworth
on the trail to Fort Scott in 1843 is limited. In none
of her surviving letters does Charlotte Swords dwell on
material things. She appears to have been content to be
with her husband and to have occupied her thoughits with
the activities and social 1life of the post.

The’}urnishings recommended on the following pages
are intended to reflect both the above average financial
status of the Swords, who seem to have had invegtments in
New York City, and the transportation problems that developed
during the movement of furnishings to remote frontier-posts
during the 1840's period. Charlotte was married to Thomas
Swords in 1838; and many of their furnishings would have
been considered somewhat "new.," Other older furnishings
would have been purchased from fellow officers, when the
latter were transferred to other remote posts and had to
leave larger items behind., Since Thomas Swords was the
quartermastep at Fort Scott, it may be presumed that the
carpenters at his disposal were able to fabricate additional
gimple furniture when the need arose. Life was made easier
for the Swords by the services of glaves, whose presence at
the post relieved Mrs. Swords of many of the more mundane
tasks of the day., Wherever possidble and logical, itemg have

been chosen to reflect the period just prior to the Mexican

2



"War, in contrast to neardy National Park areas which retell
the period of the Ciﬁil War.

Thisg writer is indebted to Associate Regional Di-
rector for Professional Support, John Kawamoto, former
Regilonal Archltect, Charles Lesslg, now retired, and Historic
Architect, Vance Kaminski, of the Midwest Regional O0ffice for
thelr assistance in writing this furnishing plan. Mr., Thonmas
Barr, who has done much of the arceological slte work at
Fort Scott, wasg most helpful and made the collections at
the Kansas Higtorical Soclety avallable for study. The
Branch of Mugeum Operafions at Harpers Ferry made valuable

suggestions and loaned the Bishop White House Appendixes,

which provide insightg into furnishings of this period,

As vwork progresses on the now unfinished Officers' Quarters
No. 1, new evidence may be discovered which will dictate
changes in the proposed furnishing plan. The long con-
tinued use of the building and its trangformation into a
hotel, however, have obliterated much evidence that would
have resolved questiong that have occurred regarding the‘

use of certain areas and the presence of sghelving.



"Dhe Front Porch or Gallery

This porch ig wide and inviting. In the sumaer
it provided relief from sultry Kansas days and in the
evenings a place for the Swords to promenade. Since
this will be introductory to the visitor's experience of
the house, the area should be a pleasant one, It is
recommended that the plants mentioned by Charlotte in one
of her letters to Lieutenant Johnston be restored to the
porch. Planted in separate packing boxes should be =a
Jasmine%/;wo Mignonettes? and a cactus. The latter should
be in bloom preferably. The packing boxes, which serve as
planters, -should be made of inch board and filled with
local earth. On the sides of one or two of the boxes
should be stenciled the words: Capt Thomas Swords, QMD,
lst Dragoons. All of the boxes used in a move would have
been labeled as belonging to Swords; and no effort would
have been made to disguise the stencil, when the boxes
were converted to planters. The plants should be arranged

to the left side of the doorway and between and underneath

the windows.

1/ Jesgsamine or Jasmine, the American plant Gelsemium semper-

~ wvirens, usuzally distinguished as Carclina or yellow jesge-
mine,

g/ Any of =z zenus of resedaceous herbs tearins racemes of
greenish-white flowers.

N




The First Floor Hallway

Phe first floor hallway is entered from the front
porch and exits onto the back porch and yard. The area
is lighted by double pane windows on elther side of the
doorway and by a seven pane light above the door. These
lesve the interior somewhat dim, since there are no windows
along the east wall. Two doorways in the west interior
wall give acéess to the parlor and dining rooms. Stairways
lead to the upper and lower floors; and the trim and stair-
way bannisters are walnut. Apparently, thig area, like the
rest of the house, had whitewashed walls. There is no
evidence to date that Mrs. Swords ordered then still some-
what rare wallpapers to use in Army quarters. Paper would
have been an extravagance that she probably would have
deemed neither necessary nor desirable in view of their
transient life. The only known furnishing for this area
ig the bow that Mrs. Swords kept ready for the hunt. The
following furnishings are recommended:

Table -~ To the left of the door leading into the

parior, a table should be set, The table should

be a quartermaster-made piece used to receive the

personal effects of callers and as & decorative

area. The table should have a square or rectangular

top, slightly overhanging a three inch skirt. The

legs should be made of two inch by two inch board,

tapering at the floor., The table should be made

of walnut, which was readily available at the

post. It probably would have bheen finished as

the woodwork and mantels were. If a QMD tlable

of this period can be acquired, it should De useds

however, it may be necessary to reproduce the item.

5



Acceggories - The table should be covered with a

red damask cloth, c. 1840, Although tables appear
both draped and uncovered in contemporary paintings,
Mrs. Swords probably would have preferred to cover
her home-made furniture. The edge of the cloth
ghould be fringed and reach six to eight inches from
the floor.

Charlotte Swords would have made an effort to have
her table attractive. Items on the table probably
changed with the seasons. Perhaps in the summer and
spring vases of fresh wild flowers were set on the
table;y and in the fall brightly colored leaves of
sumac, oak, etc. may have been arranged in pitchers
and vaseg to use nere. It is recommended that the
table be changed seasonally., Vases and pitchers,

¢ce 1840°¢s, should be acquired and used in suitzble
arrangements.

A First Dragoon officer's hat and white gloves should
be laid on the table. Presumedly these have been
placed here by an officer calling on the Swords., There
ig an overlapving of dress at this time; but it is the
flat, soft, blue forage cap of the Wexican campaign
that is to be used. This cap was distinctive to thse
Mexican Var and establishes the period of refurnishing
in visgitors' minds. The insigniz ,should be that of, +s0. .
he dragoons, two sabers crossed - 4%%£ﬁ§7§§g f%’??"
i Pas

¥
AP e Rl T : B LA
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Picture - Thomas Swords was an artist of some merit;pﬂyggy
and some of his paintings probably were framed and/%ﬁ

hung in the house. It 1s reccommended that a water ' S¢4
color sketch or a painting or copies of the same b Sy, 4
obtained. One of& hese should be hung over the Zg/ @5 =
table in the hall o e Sy

S e

NN

A

Ho A, Ozden and Henry Loomis Nelson, Uniforms of the Uniﬁ%?s
Sintes Army (New York, 195G), 28 and Plate XVIII,
Inguiries regarding a catalogue of Thomas Swords' works o
has Dbeen unproductive to date. It is hoped that at theéé f@%p”
time of actual furnishing the information will be avail~ 4@%3%“
able,

/%Aa.ng(}’/




Chairs - As a convenience to visitors not well
enough knovn to be ushered directly into the
parlor, chairs would have been placed in the
hallway. The chairs would have been used also

by wailting enlisted men sent with messages to

the captain. The chailrs recommended should

be part of the parlor set., These then could be
taken into the parlor, when the need arose,
Although a number of styles of fancy chairs were
available at this period, the chair selected ig =a
vase splat chair, with the back top rail rounded
and the lower edge seroll cut., The uprights are
plain and a continuation of the nearly square
rear legs. The latter curve backward slightly.
The-front legs sre flat and shaped in a reverse
ogee curve with rounded front edges. The vase
shaped splat is crotch-grained; and the seat is
upholstered. Usually these were upholstersg in
black horsehair, and the wood was mzhoganys The
gtyle of the crair may vary somewhat from the one
recommendeds but it is important that a sufficient
number of matching chalirs be acguired to suit the
purposes of the house. In the hallway two chairs
should be set along the east wall opposite the
table.

Serving table ~ At the rear of the hallway between
the dining room doorway and the northwest corner, a
serving table should be placed., Thisg would be used
by the servants to place hot dishes on and for dishes
removed from the table between courses, This table
also should be a quartermaster-made table, The

top should be approximately 26 inches by 18 inches,
overhanging a three inch skirt. Square two by two
inch legs should taper slightly at the bottom., The
piece should be finished with the walnut stain usead
on the woodwork or stained quartermaster red., If
an old table with the Qi stamp csn be found, it
should be uszed. IFf none is available, the table
ghould be reproduced in walnut, a wood resdily
available at Fort Scott.,

Accessories - It ig recommended that this table be
Jeft bare. Items that might be placed on the table
would be subject to breakage or theft; and the table
probatly would have been cleared, when not in use at
mealtimes,

5/ Edzar G. Miller, Jr., Americrn Antiune Furniture, I (New
York, 1964), 230. The chair recommended is No. 348,

7
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Indian relics - In one of her letters Mrs. Swords
writes that she has her bow strung and ready in
the hall for the next hunt. Although she doeg

not make mention of it, she probably had a quiver
of arrows also. Two squsre nails should be driven
into the east wall of the hallway oppogite the
stairs. From the nalls should be hung a Plains
Indian bow. 8Since HMrs. Swords states in her note
that Indian things had been repugnant to her

prior to reading Sir Charles Murray®’s novel,

we must conclude the bow was a recent acquisition,
Delaware and Potawattomle bands often camped near
the post; but the bow could have been picked up

by Captain Swords during one of hig trips away from
the post. Kansa, Otoe, Pawnee, Dakota-Sioux or
Cheyenne are all possibilities of origin. The

bow may be from any of the above tribeg, if it

is of the proper period. A quiver from the same
tribe should be acguired and hung from one of the
nails also. The latter should be rawhide with =
painted design; and in it should be sevexrgl flint
for metal tlpped arrows.,

—? gurtalns - It is unlikely that Charlotte Swords
ie’
i

would have bothered to curtain her entrance windows.
Leaving the windows bare provided more light in
what otherwisze was a rather dark area. Some homes
of thig period did not have curtains, even in the

formal roomg.

Carpetg ~ No carpets or rugs are recommended for
this area.

The Parlor ///

In Officers' Quarters No. 1, the parlor could be en-

tered from either. the hallway or from the dining room, Two

large six-pane, double-hung south windows admitted light. The

overhanging porch kept the heat of summer rays from penetrating

the roomj and during cold spells the fireplace along the west

wall provided warmth. The woodwork and mantel are walnut

and in keeping with furniture styles of the 1840's period.

8



The parloxr was an important room in any set of
quarters. Hospitable army officers frequently invited
fellow officers, new acguaintances, and old friends to
their homes to relieve the tedium of their isolated situ-
ation., Their wives whiled away their days entertaining
other ladies of the post at tea, sewing socials, and other
amenities allowed them, Since the Swords were married
in 1838, we may presume that many of the furnishings in
their parldf were new and reasonably fashionable. The
few extra pileces that were regquired could have been im-
provised by the post carpenter or one of the Swords®
slaves, The following furnighings are recommended to
interpret a parlor in army quarters, c. 1845,

Sofa - Although later army wives made do
with sofas made from packing boxes and mat-
tresses, Charlotte Swords probably acgquired
a parlor set at the time of her marriage.
Thomas Swords was in a position to provide
both public (government? and, from his owm
resources, private iransportation for his
hougehold goods; and thus weight would not
have been an obstacle, if Charlotte wished
to be gtylish at the new post,

The sofa recommended appears in Figure 144 6/
of John Hall's The Cabinet Makers' Agsistant.
The back of the sofa isg a double scroll,
sloping from a-high right side to a low left,
The pillow arms are unequal in size and are
supported by scrolls., Both the back and the
seat are upholstered; and the feet are gcrolls
reinforced by brackets at the outer edges. A

6/ See Appendix, Section D, "Furnishing Plan for Officers'
Quarters No. 1, Fort Scoti, Kansas," 32,

9
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popular wood used was mahogany. The upholstery
gshould be a sturdy practical material, either
black horsehalr or leather. This sofa style
came in several sizes, the one preferred is
approximately five feet in length, so that it
will fit comfortably between the south windows.

Accesgorieg - On the sofa one or two small feather-
filled pillows should be set. The covers of the
pillows should be Berlin work, c. 1840°'s, Pillows
were popular at this time and will help to make

the sofa look less like an "antique" on display
and more like a piece of furniture in use.

Candlegtand - Beside the sofa, under the left win-
dow, a small table should be set. This might be

a piece Mrs, Swords acquired from a transferring
family and would not necessarily have to be of a
"recent" style., The candlesgtand should date 1815~
1840, In general these are pedestal tables, sup-
ported by three cuma-curved or scroll legs. The
pedegtal may have a slender vase-shaped column,

. sometimnes pineapple carved or ball-and-ring carved.
Tops were round, square or oblong;zﬁnd thege were
made in mahogany, cherry, or maples

Accegsories - On the table a brass candlestick with
a molded tallow candle should be placed. The holder
should be nineteenth century, with heavy knobs, The
stem knobs may be either round or cone-shaped; and
the base should Dbe square or rectangular, with the
corners cut to make them octagonaé Candlesticks

of this period usually are hOllOWfr

Begide the candlestick, a small mosalic or shell
box should be set. Often these were exanples of
the handwork of the hostess and were meant to be
admired by guests.

‘When wild flowers are in bloom, a small bouguet
might be set on the table in an appropriate pitcher
or vase of the time.

7/ Thomas H. Ormstee, Field Guide to Esrly American Furniture
(New York, 1951), No. 117, p. 164y or Willer, II, Nos. 1309,
1367, and 1371, pp. 729-730,

8/ Too breakable to move, hurricane glass is not recommended.

10
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Chairs - Two side chairs should be placed In
The parlor. One should be set against the

west wall to the left of the fireplace; and the
other should be set against the north wall to
the right of the doorway. These chairs should
be part of a set used in the hallway (see des-
cription on page 7).

Armchair - The armchalr recommended is a Voltaire,
whionh would have been light enough to transport
yet provide comfort to the master of the house.
The chair should be similar to the one appearing
in Figureﬁ}ﬂ? in John Hall's The Cabinet Makers'
Agssistant? This is an open-arm easy chalr with
contour back, The arms are padded and are sup-
ported by scroll front rails. The rails sup-
porting the back are a continuation of the legs,
which have a slight outward curve. The front legs
also may have a slight curve at the knee, or they
may be vage-turned with balls and rings. The
front legs rest on castors, Both the bhack and
seat are upholstered; and it is recommended that

_the upholstery be a sturdy black or brown leather.,
The chair should be positioned to the side of the
center table.

Center tuble -~ In the center of the room, a table
should be set. This should be a circular-topped
piece with hexagonal vase pillar on an oblong
abacus base. The chamfered corners of the abacus
are not turned under as scroll supports but are
set onto the feet., This style appears in Hall'sg
catalogue,

Accegsories - The table should be covered by a
clotii. This may be a colored Jacquard woven coverj
or it may be damask. It should have a three to
four inch fringe and date approximately 1645,
Pakles in contemporary pictures show Toth cloth
covers and a bare surfacey however, HMrs. Swords
have have used a cover to conceal any scratches
that might have occurred during moves.

The accessories on the table should be simple.
Thomas Swords mentions in one of his letters that

Seo aleo Celiz dackscn Otto, American Furniture of the
Nineteenth Century (New York, 1965), Figure 215,

11



he is reading Charles Dickens' book, Notes on
America. Since his father was in the publishing
business, it may have been gent to him by his
family. A copy of the book should te placed

on the table; and interpreters should mention
Thomas Swords’ backeround and comments about the
book. A siik bookmark, c. 1845, should be put
between ‘the pages to mark Thomas's last place.

Beside the book, a small box decorated with cut
beads or with yarn, c. 1845, should bve placed.

Card table - Card tables appear in many of the
inventories of this period. Games of many types
were used as entertainment; and the Swords probably
had-one. A card table, c. 1840, should be set
against the north wall to the left of the door-
way. The table should have a hinged folding top:
which swivels on a pedestal base. The edge of
the table top should be curved. The base should
be bage~shaped and rest on a platform or oblong
abacug base with rising scroll feet attached at
the corners. The scroll feetl should be set on

. casters. Pigyably the table would have been made
of mahogany-

: . Accessories - The arrangement on the card table may
{ e changed seasonally. During winter months, a
gé Staffordshire figurine or pair of figurines might
# vbe set on the table. These might include =a pair of
‘ﬁ questrian figures or that of a "Young Lady," which
_ f ate c. 1840. A Tucker urn or a French urn mi%ht
%ﬁ% Ye uzed, The former would be approximately 107 inches
¢ high, with gold decoraged handles, a zold painted
bage, and floral decorations arcund the bowl., In
the summer, a vase filled with wild flowers native
to Kansas might be placed on the table.

Bockeage - On the left eide of the doorway leading
o tne hall, it is recoasended that a wooden packing
box e set. This would be used as a bookcase. Al-
though regiments had their own libraries from .which
officers and enlisted men could borrow books, 1t is
lozical to assume that the Swords had a small library

-

10/ ILbid., Nos. 250 and 251,
i2



of their own, The packing box should be approxi-
mately 18 to 20 inches wide and 24 inches high.

I{ should be amade of inch wood and be reinforced

on the outside. Stenciled across one side should

be the words Capt Thomas Swords, @D, 1st Dragoons,
One shelf thonld be fitted ascross the inside of

the case. The outside may be draped with dimity

or muslin to wmake it nmore atitractive. The material
should be tacked over the top and overhang the front
of the case., The material may be draped to the

side to hang in soft folds.

Ve do not know what books the Swords owned; how-
ever the Tollowing are suggested for placement on
the ghelves

Charles Dickens, Pickwick Paversg

, Oliver Twigd
Benjaim Disraell, Vivizn CGrey
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lesaye (1840 and 1842)
Nathaniel Hawthorn, Twice-told Tales (183?)
William Hazlitt, Charactere of enacespeare's
Plays)
Wabhlngton Irving, Sketch Book

, History of New York by

Diedrich Knickerbocker
Thomas NMacaulay, LSsSays
Edgar Allen Poe, Poemg (1831)
Alexander Pope, Bssay on jian
Sir Walter Scott, Ivanhoe

, The Heart of Midlothian

y The Lady of the Lake

y Guy dannering

The works of Shakespeare also would be appropriaste.
Charlotte Swords seems to have had a romantic streaky
and she probably enjoyed Scott. All books should bve
1845 or earlier editions.

Degk ~ Although Charlotte does notmenticn a desk

&p901f1callj, she doo /rlte that letters have been

written in the parlor“~ aptain Swords probably had

a fleld desk, which he acquired prior to his marriage
and may have used throughout his Army career, Portable .
Tield desgks measure from 12 to 20 inches in length

and from eignt to 12 inches in width., The larger size

11/

"Section D, Furnisaing Plan...," 8.
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is preferred., The desk top and bottom are
hinged, with the sideg cut diagonally so that
the open box has a glanted writing surface.
Baize-covered flaps conceal the contents of each
part. In the top there is space for writing
paver, while the lower gection hag compartments
for writing materizls and sometimes even toilet
accegssories, A fitted ink bottle, sand shaker
and pens 2re in compartments. Sometimes a
larger box has a lower gection with a fase boi-
tom, which provides space for a shallow full-
width drawer inserted from the right. Drawers
have inset brass handles with folding bails.

"The box edges are finished with narrow rounded
brass strips; and the front has an inszet brass
keyhcle egcutcheon., The top usually has a brass
plate, which may be initialed. Desks were made
of crotch-grain man any, rosewood or black wal-
nut veneer on pines

Since the desk 1s portable, it is recommended

that it be placed on a small stand of the type

an army carpenter might make. This should bve
plain, with a top the approximate size of the
degk. The legs should be straight, tapering _
slightly at the floor, A three to four inch skirt [wz
connecting the legs should be slightly recessed A
below the top. Although both oak and walnut were _ /.
available at Fort Scott, Captain.Swords probablyﬂ'gﬁ o
would have chosen walnut to mateh the woodwork ﬂmoﬂﬁfmf?““
and fireplace mantels in the quarters, The tablgﬁﬁ“gﬁ’ P
may be varnished to match the trim in the house Lot erveaens
or it may be stained Quartermaster red. ~ ﬁﬁ@g%%m

Sereen - In front of the fireplace a pole or fire
socrcen should be set. These had a leng histery of
popularity and were practical as well. Needle-
work and paintings of flowere often viere uscd Vo
decorate screeng; znd it has been pointed cut that
while the screen was not very useful, it was a
decidedly ornamental.obje?' in a drawing rcom that
displayed feminine skillss A screen easily might

12/ Ormsbee, No. 190, pp. 203-264.
13/ milier, II, &4k,
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have ,heen a gift to the Swords from one of the

more talented members of the family at the tiae

of their marriage, It is characteristic of this-
period that the width of the screen was greater
than the height. Poleg were guite plain, usudllY
resting on a base supported by three scroll feetl /

Fireplace - On the mantel should be set a number
of items typical of this early Victorian period.
In addition to candlesticks, *"mantel ornaments"
geemn to hive been popular. Unfortunately, +the
1nvent? es seldom are specific in regard %o the
latters?’ The center of the mantel should be oc-
cupled by an arrangement of ghell or feather
flowers under a glass dome, c. 1845,

Candlesticks should be set at either end of the man-
_tel.--These should be cast iron with wingle candle
j% gsockets, The stems should terminate at the top
! in casgt iron leaves or petals from which cut glass
J prisms or lusters are su&pended. The bages of the
stems may fit in reclining dogs or other animals,

g'&hlch sometinmes arr mounted on rectangular or square
4% pieces of marblama/

To the right of the candlesticks on the north side of
the mantel, a brass or steel scissors-type snuffer
and tray should be set.

Between the candlesticks and the center arrangement,
two Oriental ginger jars should be set, if a pailr
can be Found. These may be Imari, the Cloisonné
style Rose Medallion, or Satsuma. If a palr is not
avallable, perhapsg 2 ginger jar and a vage or a

box may be substituted. The Oriental ware is
recoaiended to suczest the foreign trade in which
the Cotheals dealtd.,

A £rate whnich would hold elther coal cr wood shouldd
be set in the opening. Tils snould be iron and rep-
present something the vost dblacksmith could manu-
facture. To the left of the opening a pair of brass
shovels and tongs should stand. No evidence of jam
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hooks has been found to date.

Fireboard - In the winter wood and coal can be
set in the fireplace grate. In the summer, how-
ever, a fireboard should be set against the open-
“ing. These boards were more than artistic, they
also kept birds and squirrels from coming down

a chimney and entering a room. Since Tom Swords
wag a painter of some merit, it is logical to
assume he may have painted a gimple scene or a
gtill 1life on the front of a fireboard to please
his wife.

Mirror - A mirror should be hung over the mantel.:
Thig should be an American Empire Tabernacle mirror,
c., 1820-1840, The frame should be oblong, with top,
bottom, and sides of applied half-round pilasters.
The latter may be spirally reeded, acanthus-leaf
carved, or vase-and-ring turned. Square projecting
blocks trimmed with composition or stamped brass
rogettes trim the corners., The upper glass panel
vsually is square and often painted with a landscape,
naval engagement, or fruits and flowers., The larger
lower glass is mirror. Madeof gilded pine or
mahogany, the baluster-turned pilasters and vai or
cylinder sections frequently are painted black

Pictureg - Between the south windows, an o0il painting,
c. 1835, should be hung, The subject of the picture
should be landscape, preferably a New York scene.,

A view of the Catskill Mountains arocund the West
Point Military Academy or the Hudson River would be
appropriate. The frame should be molded and gilded
and of the same period as the painting.

Since photography was in its infancy, it is probable
that the Swords had silhouettes of loved family mem-
bers on their walls. A palr of silhouettes should

be hung over the card table on the northiwall, They
may be framed in gilded or black frames. and represent
a man and a woman of the period c, 1828-1840,

17/ Ormsbee, No. 285, p. 398.
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flect an elegance in the home that was transported
easily. Army wives mention that, in their parlors
at least, their curtains were fashionable; and

Mrs. Swords' probably were no excepntion, The
draperies should be made of crimson moreen. The
style should be similar to that pictured in the
Joseph Meeks and Sons catalogue of 1833, Each
window should have two panels hanging to the floor
and pulled to the side between the middle sash and
ledge. The ties may be made of the moreen material
or of gold silk rope with tassels. Across the top,
a swag should be draped over the curtain pole and
allowed to hang approximately 16 to 24 inches on
each gide. Both the drape and the swag should be
lined with muslin.

In a day in which window screen were not universally
used and seldom provided by the Army, muslin pane
curtains did duty as screening to keep out flieg,
mosquitoes and other unwelcome insects. At Fort
Scott, mosquitos were particularly troublesome; and
.Charlotte Swords would have hung glass curtains

at her . windows to protect not only her draperies but
also her furnishings from the unwelcome fly specks
that were so difficult to remove., It is recommended
that a single panel of glass curtain be hung at

each window. These should be made of muslin and
hang to the floor. They should be hemmed with inch
hems at the top and bottom. During the winter when
windows would have been closed, the panels may be
pulled t°1§79 side, as illustrated in the Meeks'
cataloguer-

The draperies should be hung from walnut ples with
wooden knob ends. The brackets should be brass., The
muslin curtains should be hung from.small brass
telegcope poles, -

Floor covering - Army wives transported carpets fronm
post to post; and although a luxury, these carpets
seem to have added considerably to the cormforit of
their quarters. It is recommended that the carp
used in the Swords' parlor be Brussels, c, 1838

187 0t%e, TiF,
19/ "Bishop White Appendixes," Appendix U.
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Although 1t would be degirable to have the car-

pet stretch to the wallg, Mrs. Swords' rugs would
not have been pre-measured to it her rooms at
Fort Scott. The carpet, therefore, may be either
smaller than the room or larger. If the latter, it
ghould be folded under 1nconsplcuously al one edge
to fit the dimensions.

The Dining Roonm

The dining room ig a pleasant room on the north side
of the building. Acess was gained from the hallway and from'
the parlor.- Two large gix-pane, double-hung windows givé
light to the area. The porch that runs the length of the
north side, however, cuts oubt some of this illumination. This
porch overlooks the backyard with the various outbuildings,
gardens, etc. that existed at the time of refurnishing. In
the winter, a large fireplace along the west wall could be
lizghted to take the chill off the room.

Charlotte's letters indicate the Swords entertained
a great deal., Both Tom and his wife seem to haverbeen hog-
ﬁitable; and guests probably dined with them fregquently.

The only known furnishings of the room are the set of dishes
Charlotte wrote she acquired when Mrs. Terrett broke up house-
keeping, !Many sherds of dishes have been found at Fort Scott,
indicating a wide range in taste of patterns by the ladies

of the post. In the collections of the Kansas Historical
Sociéty are fracments of Flow-Blue, Transfer, Sprig, Chelsez,
Mocha, Wnite Ironstone, Featheredge, Spatterware, ete, Many

of these date to the 1840's, In addition, a few pieces of

18



. silver and polisﬁ;d bone-handled, three-tine forks and knlveq
20
have been found,

When refurnished the dining room should reflect a
multi-purpose room. Inventories of the period indicate the
dining area could be used as a "second" parlor or family roomnm
also, Musiecal instruments, such as pilanos, are found in this
area. 3ofas or settees appear surprisingly often. Many
styles of dining tables of this period were not large; and
thus several tables appear in an inventory, indicating tables

vere put together or set separately, when larger crowds were
21/
expected. The following furnishings are recommended:

Dining table -« The table recommended is similar to
number 21 in the Meeks® catalogue., This table has
a large hinged flap, which may be lowered when not
in use. The top rests on an angular vase pillar
with an abacus base. The chamfered corners of the
pillar are extended to form scroll supports., The
gkirt of the top is cyma curved, except at the
corners, The latter arg,plain and conform to the
rounded edge of the top+

Acceggories - Unless the table is set for dining
purposes, it should not be covered by a cloth,
The hinged leaf, however, may be up.

Chairg - It is recommended that a set of eight
#Hitchcock" style chairs, c. 1830- 1843, be acquired,
Six of thege should be get in the dining room. In
general, this style chair is painted black. The
seat, front legs, stretchers and back are colored
in stencil designs of gold, bronze, and colors,

20/ A definitive rcport of archeological 1nvest3g9tlon at
Fort Scott will give zdditional clues as to dishes in
uge at the post.

"Bicnop White Appendixes," Inventories Q and U,

Otto, No. 2530
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The legs are rounded, with horizontal reeding
on some parts, often tapering to a small ball
foot. The uprights supporting the back are

cut flat {to permit 5t nciling. Seats may be
rush, cane or solid$ Two chairs should be set
at either end of the table: +wo chairs should
be set on elther side of the eagt doorway; and
one chalr should be placed beneath each of the
two north windows.

High chair - In the southwest corner of theroom,

a youth or high chair should be set, This would

have been used by one of lthe Swords' children,

The chair recommended is a Hitchcock style chalr,
made of pine, maple or hickory., 1%t may be painted
red, yellow, or to simulate bamboo; and it may

have a stenciled design on the top rail. The
elongated legs may be turned in the front and traced
by double stretchers at the gside and single stretchers
at the {ront and back. The arms may Le round or
flattened; and above the front stretcher there may

be a foot rest for the child using it. Seats of 24/

‘thesge hion chairs are found in both rush and gsolids

Side table - Between the north windows a servzng
%ablc snhould be placed. This table does not have
to be as fashionable as other pleces of furniture
owned by the Swords. It may be an older style,
which Charlotte purchased from a departing officer
or recelved from her parents. The table should
have an oblong top with sguare cornerg and be ap-
proximately 36 to 48 inches wide, In the table
recommended, two tiers of drawers are fitted in a
plain base below the top. The drawers have brass
lion's hezd plates with pendant rings cr oraszs
rosette knobs. The legs are turned and reeded,
ending in small brags paw or tall feet, Eight to
gix incheg @rom the floor, there should te a shelf,
Thig piece us uLlly is found in mahogeny and dates
ce 1800~ 13207u/

Accegsories - On the lower shelf of the side tabdle,
a rfitled liquor case should be set. Decanters and
glaqses sre numerous in the inventories of this
period of suspect water; and this type of case would

23/

2n/

25/

Milier, 1, Nos. 343, 544, and 345, p. 227+ and Ormsbee,

42, pp, Bh4-85,

Katharine Morrison MeClinton, Antigues of Armericen Child-
a0od (New York, 1970), 1ih7,.
Ormsbee, No., 110, p. 157,
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have been very practical for the Swords to transg-
port. Made of mahogany or rosewood, these were .
fitted with compartments in which cut glass decanters
for wine and other liquors were set. Wine glasses
or tumblers were fitted in other spaces. The case
should be closed and placed on the shelf.

A large Blue Transfer or Flow Blue tureen should
be displayed on the table top. Flow Blue wasg very
popular at this time; and sherds of Flow Blue have
been discovered at the site, "Scinde" would be an
appropriate pattern to acquire. This handsome
pattern was made by J. & G Alcock, c., 1839-1846,

A partial 1ist of other patterns and their makers
appears in the appendices; and if a tureen lIn
t3einde” cannot be located, perhapsg one of the
others can be substituted. 'The tureen should be
one of three pieces consgisting of the tureen, plat-
ter or tray, and ladle. ,

Settee - To the right of the fireplace, a small win-
dow seat or settee without a back should be placed.
Thege were small seats which had arms in the form of
chair backs, giving the appearance of two chairs
facing each other. The style recommended 1s in the
late American Empire style, c¢. 1830-1840. The legs
curve outward and teminate in a scroll, The back is
gupported by outward curving uprights which terminate
in a rosette. The rall is wood ancéylain. Both the
seat and the backs are upholstered?™ In the Swords'
case, a sturdy material would have been desirable.

Guitar - No mention is made in the letters of musical
Thetruments; however, 1t is recommended that a guitar,
Ce 183%7}845, be leaned against the small backless
settees

Fireplace ~ The items on the itantel should ve practical,
Not plsced particularly for "show" these items would

be in daily use, At the far left, it 1s recommended
that a candlestick with a tallow candle be set. The
candlestick may be pewter, Britannia, or brass; and

it should date 1820--1845, Beside it should be set

a spoon holder or goblet in which spills are placed.
Spille were used to light candles, clgars, fires,

etc.y and thece were made of twisted paper., In the
1840'y pressed glass began to be made in complete

26 iiiiier, Ly NO. 539, pp. 301-302,.
27/ "Bishop White Appendixes,” Inventory U.
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table gettings. Early paitterns include Ashburton,
Excelslior, Argus, Colonial, Pillar, Diamond Thumb-
print, Loop, Flute, Bigler, Huber, and Victoria,

Of course, cut and engraved glass also was availabley
however, it iz reccommended that a spoon holder in
the Ashburton or similar early patitern be acquired.

A numboer of paper spills should be set in the holder.

To the right of the gpill holder a cigar box should
be set. Thisa should be a rather nice box of rose-
wood or mahogany with brass rimmed keyhole., Un-
doubtedly, Tom Swords could have offerred his male
guests cigars after dinner and the ladies' retiring.

In the center of the mantel, a black lacquer papier-
maché& or composition serving tray should be stood
upright. The tray may be octagonal or oblong and
may or may not have pierced rims for carrying. The
edge and center should be stenciled or hand painted
in a floral desipgn. The number of trays or "walters”
inventoried is surgg'sing; but unguestionably they
were deemed usefuls

A lacquer papler-maché hand screen, c., 1840, should
be laid on the mantel in front of the tray in the
winter. These decorative little screens of'gr had
hand painted panels and short ivory handlesv= Ladies
used them to protect their complexions from the heat
of the fireplace, In the summer a fan of the same
period may he substituted,

To the far right of the mantel, several decanters

and glasses should be set, In the Ashburton psattern,
pint, quart, and three pint decanters were made.
Decanters of the periocd come in many styles. Sonme
have fluted tases, etched or cut shouvlders, three-
ring necks, and fancy stoppers, such ss the mughroonm
stopper., If the fitted liquor case l1ls purchased with
ita comtents intzet, the bottles frem it should be
used, ITf not, decanters and wines of the period
1830--1845 should be selected.

In the fireplace opening, a grate similar to that
recoamended for the parlor should be placed. Beside
the fireplsc=, a hearth brush, an iron shovel and a

Vi, , Inventorizo R Yo U,

Macry Peter, Collecting Vietorisna (New York, 19%69), 32,
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pair of tongs with brass handles, c¢. 1840, should
be get.

Ten set - Mrs. Swords bought a get of dishes from
Mre, Terrett, We do not know the patterny but it
muist have been elegant enough to induce Charlotte

to make the purchase. One of the patterng dig-
covered among the sherds at Fort Scoit was Chelgea;
and the use of this pattern in the furnishing plan
is recommended. Chelsea was manufactured afier

1830 by a number of coapanies, including Allerion,
Aynsley, Adams, Bridgwood & Son, Adderly, Morris,
Sampeson Smith, Adams and Wood, The body ig white
and decorated with small sprigs varying in shade
from pale lavender to deep purple-blue, Often the
decoration is brushed with lustre. Greapevine,
thistle, and hawthorne sprays were early favorites.
Tea sels coneisted of two tea-pots, two cake plates,
a waste bowl, crezmer, sugar-bowl, itwelve tea plates,
curs and sauce‘ﬁ/ egg-cups, sauce dishes, platters,
and cup platess

It is recommended that a tea set in Chelsea, con-
sisting of a tea-pot, a cake plate, a waste bowl,
creamer, sugar-towl, three cups and saucers, and
three plates, be placed on a tole or papier-maché
tray on the dining table, Also on the tray should
be several silver spoons and fine linen napkins,
c. 1833, The items on the tray should look as if
tea were about to be or had bheen served to Mrs.
Swords! czllers. Sugar should be placed in the
bowl: +there should be cream in the pitchery and
cake or cake crumbs should be on the cake plate.
Chelsea sets were made in a variety of styles; dbut
here the octagonal pieces are preferred.

Pictures - Over the side table between the windows,
a picture should be hung., This may be one of the
delicate water color sketches of tauskxeta of flovers
cor fruits, suitably mounted in a molded gilt frame,
that were popular about this time.

To the left of the doorway leading into the parlor,
a second picture should be hung. This may be either
a landscape painted on velvet or a copper-plate
etching, ¢, 1833. Whichever is selected ghculd be
in a frame of the period,.

30/ Wary 1., Jackson, I1f Dishes Could Talk (Des Moines, 1971),
79"8 1 "
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Sewing table - Beneath the picture recommended

for bhe south wall, a sewing table or stand should
be met. These were made for a long period of time
and are similarly made. The one recommended is in
the transition period, ¢, 1825-1835, The top is
plain and slightly overhaning. The carcase has
two drawers. The upper drawer is rounded, and the
lower drawer of contrasting wood is straight. The
pulls are plain wooden knobs. The legs are carved
square bloecks, which become larg 1 arved ancanthus
leaves tapering toward the floors

Accessories - On top of the table, a sewing hasgketl
should be set. In the backet may be placed nmending--
socks, a men's shirt, or children's clothing, c. 1854 5-.
or yarn rolled in balls for knitting and needles.
Women's hands seldom were idle,when they sat; and
Charlotte would have been no exception. Undoubtedly
she was kept busy providing clothing for her family

in the days before the sewing machine,

Curtains - The windows should be draped in the sanme
manner asg those in the parlor are.

Carpet - Both Bruggels and Inr§ in carpets appear
in the inventories of the days There were other
kinds of carpets; but these seem to have been
popular. Ingrain, which was double woven and re-
versible, would have been practical for an army
wife to own. It is recommended that an Ingrain
carpet be laid on the dining room floor, This
may be geometric, stylized floral, scroll or
arabesque in pattern; but it should date c. 1838,
dige ig not particularly important. There is no
reason to believe the carpet would have conformed
to the dimensions of the rooa, It may be smaller
than the floor: or, like that in the parlor, it
may be larger and tucked under at one edge, To
prevent wesy, Ingrain carpats usually were laild
over newspaper or straw and tacked to the floor.
Padding of this type probably should be used here
under the carpet cselected.

31/ ®Milier, 11, Mo. 1620, D, 820. A pedestal style sewing

= {able with drop leaves 2lzc would be suitable and may
be substituted,

32/ "Bishop VWinite Appendixes,” Inventories P to U.
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Second Floor Hallway

There ig little reason to believe that Charlotte

Swords would have had furnishings in the second floor hall;

and closets, The only furnishing recommended for the ares

is an artist's easel, c. 1830, which Tom Swords, who was an

The flcor, like that below, should be left uncovered;
and the single window in the easgt wall probably would have

been left.curtainless.

Closetls

At either end of the halliway there are two-rooms,
ﬁhich wére intended either to be used as closets or possibly
servants' quarters., In the latter case, they would have been
without both zir and light. (The story about one of the rooms
being uced as a cell for prisoners seems to have developed
at a later date and is not pertinent to the Swords' occupancy.)
It will be presumed for purposes of thieg furnishing study that
the rooms weré used as closgets; and these closets may or may
not be furnished at the discretion of the area,

If 2 cleset is furnished, a four inch board with pegs
driven in at intervals should be nalled around the walls
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3/

- approximately five and one-half feet off the floor?" On

the pegs should be hung a heavy winter overcoat {man'g),

a Palgley chawl, several winter dresses, a heavy black wool
woven shaﬁl, and other i1tems of clothing of the perlod,

A horge-hide trunk, a carpet bag made of Venetian carpeting,
and a large packing box also could be set on the floor. The
bath tud used by the family would be stored in here also
between baths. Children's clothing and a slave's pallet
could be stored in the cloget at the north end; but it is
doubtful the furnishings would justify the expense or add

that much to a visitor's experience of the house.

Magter Bedroon

The master bedroom is a large sunny room that faces
south and overlooks the parade ground. Although the single
window in the room is a dormer window, the pitch of the

roof ig such that there is very 1little lost space under the

projecting ceiling. The room may be entered from the hallway

and from the adjoining bedroom., A large commodious fire-
place provided warmth during the winter months. The wood-
work and the mantel are walnut,

Presumedly, this is the room the Swords occupied and
which they surrendered temporarily o Mrs. Terrett and her

son, Burdette, after Captain Terrett's death., Although

33/ 1% is recommended that only one closet be furnished, if
a decision to refurnish the closets is made,
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.Charlotte mentions having other house guests, it is only
during the prolonged stay of the Terretts that she seems ﬁo
have moved thelr bedroom elsewhere in the house, The fol-
lowing furnishings are recommended to interpret the roon,
a8 it wasg occupled by Thomas and Charlotte Swords:

Bed ~ 8ince Thowmas Swords had been in the army

for some time prior Yo his marriage, 1t is to

be presumed that he was able fto advise his wife
during their selection of furniture for army
gquarters. Xnowing the limitations of transpor-
tation, Swords probably suggested that the fur-
niture be kept light asg possible. With this in
mind, they may have avoided some of the more
massive beds avallable and selected a three-
gquarter-high post bed, whlch did not have a
tester. These beds measure from four feet six
inches %to five feet eight inches in height. The
posts are either vase-and-ring turned, terminating
in ball, urn, or cone shape finials or are acanthus
leaf carved and terminate in urn or pineapple
carved Pfinials. Below the rails, the posits =are
turned a vase shape, elther plain or leaf-carved,
and end in small peg feet, The headboard may have
a straight upper edge with voluted ends or a
carved and plerced cresting, A matching foot

may or may not be present; and to make the bed
less bulky, the Swords may well have eliminated
the elaborate footboard., Beds mgg be found in
mahogany, maple, cherry or birthxm/

)

Accesgories - The bed ghould have a straw=-Ffilled

matiress and two feather pillows.

During this period, one of the wmest lmportant
features of a bedroom was the quilt that covered
the bed. Its bright colers and pattern dominated
the room; =nd women took great pride in the covers
that were parl of their dower chesgts at the time
of their marriage. Not only did guilts provide
beauty but they also served a very oractical pur-
poce~~that of warith, It is reccumended that a
auilt dating c¢. 1835-1840 be placzd on the bed.
The quilt znculd be bright and in good condition,.
Although puffed white covers were in use about this

NN
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34/ Ormsoee, No. 270, pe 377
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time, the quilt preferred should be made of

brigzht scraps on a white background. "lea Rose,"
"Moge Tree," "Martha Washington's Wreath," "Con-
ventional Tulip,“ "Mexican Rose," "Whig" or "Demo-

crat Rose," "Rose of Sharon," "Mountain Laurel,"
and "Peonles" are but a few of the vivid patterns
that date to this early period., All are rather
%OphiutiC}‘?d and might have been selected by
Charlottess

Chest of Drawers - There are geveral styles of
chests that would be suitable for this particular
room,- The one selected is a bow-front chest of
drawers in the American Empire style, c¢. 1800-
1840, The carcase has three-quarter round pilasters,
spirally reeded and ring-turned. These extend in-
to turned legs. Usually there are four graduated
drawers, the fronts of which are fitted with brass
rogettes, pressed glass or mushroom-turned wooden
knobg, and oval or oblong keyhole escutcheons,

The top hag outrounded front corners and a rounded
edpe, It may be found with a smaller casge con-
taining two shallow drawers, behind which is a

. backboard with voluted ends. Thege chegts were

made in mahog ¥ with croteh~grain veneer, cherry,
maple or birch The chesgt of drawers should be
set against the north wall to the left of the door-
Way.

Accessories -~ On top of the dresser a bone-handled

brush withn natural bristles, comb, and a scent or
cologne bottle should be setg The scent bottle may
be cut or pressed glass, enameled, or Bristol glass
with a hand painted decoration. Since these are
rare, it is left to the discretion of the curator

to chooge a bottle of the period. A pair of white
or black lace miits and a smsll silk drawstring

bag, which would belong to Charlotte, should be set
ornn the chest also.

Wardrobe - Although there are what are presumed to

AN

Carrie A. Hall and Rose G. Kretsinzer, The Romance of
the Pﬂtchwork Quilt in Anerica (New York, 1935).

OTazne0, Nos. 158 or 159, po. 208-211.
Fr:gmentv of combs and brushes have been found at the
aite,
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be closets in the hall, the Swords probably had

a wardrobe for their own use in the bedroom. The
wardrobe would have heen more convenient to use,
egspecially during darkness, and would have per-
mitted storage in the hall closets., The wardrobe
recommended is similar to the one appearing in
Hall's The Cabinet Maker's Assistant. It is quite
plain. The carcase has square pilasters upholding
an arch that surmounts the case. The arch ig sguared
off at the top and finished with molded cornice.
The feet of the pilasters are volutes. The volutes
are repeated at the top of the pilasters. The
wardrobe hag two doors with recessed panels., There
are yreceassed panels on each side also. The style
of the piece is simple enough to have been handled
by the same cabinet maker that finished the mantels
in the quarters, although any crotch-grain veneer
probably would have been eliminated. A Quarter-
master piece of the period should be used, if pos-
sibles however, a wardrobe, c¢. 1840, that follows
the above guidelines may have to be substituted.

Accegsorieg - It is not necessary to dlsplay the

contents of the wardrobe, since this addsg nothing
to the interpretation of the guarters, Should it
become desirable, several gowns, a gshawl, and =z
uniform of the period could be hung ingide. Small
muslin bags of lavender or gcented herbs sghould be
placed with the clothing.

Waghstand - A washstand should be placed under the

south window. The one recommended is from an earlier
period and represents a piece that might have been
acguired trom a departing army famlly at Fort Leaven-
worth. The washstand is square with Sheraton style
legs and feet., The sides of the splash board are

cut in curves, but the back ig plain and has a wide
gshelf. The four legs are reeded in a vase form.

A single drawer ashcout 12 inches from the floor has
léon-gvdmring handles. The plece dates c¢. 1800-
1820<

Accedgories - On the shelf of the washstand, a

38/

?«'illcr, II) HOQ 1?31, pn 85?'
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goap dish and a shaving mug, with a natural
bristle shaving brush ingide, should be get.
Both the soap dish and the shaving mug should

be Mocha, a ware that has been found during
archeological investigations of the post. HMocha
was a comnon ware. Although made earlier, it
was advertised in New York in 1825 as Q\ing
produced in mugs, chambers, and bowlr§~ Mocha is
a creamware decorszsted with seaweed, tree sil-
houettes and other brush patterns and bands

of olack, white, or other colors on bacikgrounds
of tan, terra cotta, and blue. No soap snould
be placed In the soap dish. This will be used
elsewhere,

A wash bowl and pitcher should be set in the open-
ing in the stand top. Since a Mocha wash set may
be difficult to locate, we will presgume some
breakage has occurred; and the Swords have re-
placed part of thelr set with a Flow-Blue bowl

and pitcher. Scinde or any of the Flow-Blue
patterns produced prior to 1845 may be used. A
matching chamber may be set beneath the Dbed.

A small pile of homespun towelsg should be folded
neatly on ‘the shelf below.

Mirror - Because Tom Swords would have needed the
best light possible to shave by, he provably hung
his mirrorha the west wall projecting outward from
the window The mirror recommended has a single
panel of mirror glass contained in an oblong molded
frame with mitered corners. The frame would be from
two to five inches wide, Taced with crotch-grain
mahogany, and elther ogee-molded or beveled. It
should be approximately 22 inches by 1l inches; and
it ghould re hung at an average man's height, al-
though Charlotte would have used the mirror also.

mrunk% ~ Although there is a wardrobe irn the roon,
Chiariobte may have kept a small horsshide or cow-
hide trunk in her room in which to store exira
quilts, shawls, etc. A trunk of thig type, with
ieather straps and brass lock, c. 1840, should be
set on the floor to the left of the fireplace and
beneath the eaves.

557 Katharine ,orrison retlinton, Antigue Collecting for Do
one (New York, 1951), 3.

o/ Aithough sidecurns were loag, officers generally were eannin
shaven.
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Hat boxes ~ Charlotte Swords would have had several
_honnets to wear; and these would have been stored
when not in use in hat boxes., Wallpaper randboxes
had a long history of popularity. Made of cardboard
or nailed wooden bvoxes of shavings, the handbox
usually was covered with two designs of wallpaper.
One wallpaper covered the 1lidy and a second walle
paper was used on the sides, leaving a pleasing
effect.,—Historical scenes, mythological, oriental,
and-pagtoral scenes, animals and hunting scenes,
—~Flovwers and birds--azll were subjects used in the
wallpapers. Because of the difficulty in acquiring
hat boxes, the decoration on the box is not gpecified;
however, the boxes selected should date 1830-1838,
Tf secenic wallpaper is usgi/-wew York City and
State scenes are preferreds~ Several boxes will De
needed. A leather hat box, c¢. 1835, in which
Captain Swords might have kept a civilian hat of

the period might also be used. The latter case con-
forms to the ghape of the hat and has & leather
strap and vuckle to close the lid.

“ Chair - In the bedroom one chair that is part of the
set recommended for the dining room should be set.
Undouttedly these chalrs were used where needed and
brought to the dining room when additional guests were
expected., Although the chair normally might set near
the fireplace, it should be pughed aside to make

room for the bathtub, which will be used.

Table -~ A small table also should be pushed aside in

The room. Tne table should be small, approximately ...

14 inches square, and resemble other "QMD" tables
recommended for the house,

Accessories - On the tadble a large homespun linen
Towel and @ bar of homemade soap should ve laid
ready for use.

Bathtub ~ To get away from. the formulity of period
rooms, it is recommended that an activity be in pro-
gress in the hedroon. Captain Swords was abgent on
field trips occasionally and must have returned dirty

L1/ weClinton, Antigue Gollecting for Bvaryone, pp. 225-235.
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and wezry, after days of riding over Kansas
prairies., He rust have looked forward to¢ a
not bath and clean clothes upon his arrival;
and it iz not hard to imagine the servants
hurrying with buckets of hot wqtcr to his room,
The tub probably wag a Japanned tin git bath,
which bhecame popular in the early nineteenth
century., High in the back, these sraduated to
a low front with a rolled edge. A shorit cone-~
ghaped bage supported the tub. The 24 inch
diameter size is preferred.

Accesgories - Beside the tub on the floor should

be set a wooden bucket, which would be used to

£i1ill the tub. The bucket should be cedar wiih
black ash or hickory hoops and a bail handle.

Two hosegpun towelg should be laid on the floor
around the tub to catch water gpills,

Uniform ~ To add interest to the setting and high-

1ight the military aspects of the quarters, it

is suggested that parts of Captain Swords' uni-

"form and accouterments have been removed; and he

has left the room dressed in his trousers, shirt,
and boots.. He has hung his uniform coat, how-
ever, over the bvack of the chair; and on the bed
he has 1laid hig black saddlebags, sword, belt
and sash.

In 1841 the campaign dress of modern times was
introduced, although there continuved to be an
overlapping of styles up to the Mexican War.
Officers wore the nodern Ffrock coat, which was
single breasted. Shoulder stravs as we have them
today were intreduced by the order of 1E35. ;g.l-
lars were plain and belits were block leather—a

The coat chould look rether dusty. If a unifornm
of the perlod 1s svallable, 1t should Lo used,

1f not, it may ve necessary to have one reproduced,

Pirerlace - The mantel should have a number of
iteas on it and a rather cluttered look, To the

42/ Ogden, 28 and Flates 17, 18, and 1G.
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left, an artist®s box of palnts should be set,
The box should bte wood with a small brass hook

to fasten it, It may have brass guideg through
which straps slip to fasten the box securely.
Beside the box should be laid a woman's riding
crop, which Charlotie would have used when she
"hunted" with her husband. In the center of the
mantel, a Staffordshire pottery figure, c. 1840,
should be placed., Sudjects produced in this ware

are too numerous to name here. Birds, shepherdesses,

animalg, fruits, all were pleasing subjects {see
Appendix). Next, a lacquer papier-maché box for
Charlotte's jewelry and trinkets should be set,
Beside thig a brassg chamber candlestick with candle
may_ be placed., The candlestick should have an
attached saucer with carrying handle. In ‘the saucer,
a brass cone-shaped snuffer may be placed., At the
extreme right, a Book of Common Prayers, c¢. 1845 or
earlier, should be laid. Thomas and Charlotte
Swordg were married in the Episcopal Church, and

in one of her letters she mentions reading the
beautiful prayers of her church to the grieving
Mrs. Terrett. Charlotte probably kept her prayer
book in her bedroom to read in the morning and
perhaps before retiring.

In the fireplace, itself, a grate should be sget,
This should be similar to the ones recommended
previously. Beside the fireplace opening, a turkey
wing hearth brush and a pair of iron tongs should
be set.

Gandle seconce - To-the left of the doorway leading
into the north room, a candle sconce with fluted tin
reflector should be hung, A partially burned tallow
candle may bLe set in the holder.

Pisture - The picture hung over the bed may be eithex
a cony of & s¥atch executed by Thomas Swords or a
painting done on velvet anonymously. If an original
by Swords can be obtained, it should be used,
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Curtaing - No curtains are recommended for the
window in thisg reoom, It is placsd in the elevation
at a height that would have ensured all the privacy
the Swords needed. The absence of curtaing wonld
have permitted meore light in the rcorm also, Al-
though shadeg and Venetian bHlinds could be pur- .
chased and were used at this time, these would

have had to be ordered and fitted to the room;

and it is doubtful that Charlotte, who anticipated
a new nove at any time, would have gone to the
expense and bother of obtaining them,

Carpets -~ No carpet ls recommended for the floor

of this reooem, A throw rug, however, may be placed
beside the left =ide of the bed., This should he
hooked and date c¢. 1838. Charming »ugs were made
during thig period from wool and cotton rags and
from wool yarn. Hooked rugsg in the szarly nineteenth
century often had a natursl nmotif in the center

and a .rather wide scroll or floral border, Catsg,
dogs, or othér snimals were favorite iﬁ?jECts'

The rugs were both clipped and looped-

The Children's Bedroon

Although reversed, the north bedroom is a duplicate
of the south bedroom. Only the fireplace detail differs,

For some reason, in this room the fireplace opening was
blocked out and made unusable with brick.

If the children of the Swords existed, they probably
occupied the tedrocm adjacent to thelr parentst. irs, Swords
may have used portionsg of the room as & schoolroom in which
to tutor her eldest child. Letters of hoth the Swords in-

dicate an enjoyment of literary pursults: and they would not

43/ Varecld Dovpldasn Eteriein and Abbot ¥eClurve, Theo Practical

Book of Averican Anticgues (New York, 1948), 3852350,
bbh/ KT Fort Atkinmon or ire llissouri, a soldior was zoalzned
to teuch the children; but there is no record of thig at
Fort Scott.,
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have permitted their children to go unschooled., At times
" the children may have been billeted elsewhere and the room
turned over to house guests, such asg Lieutenant Johnston,
The following furnishings are recommended to sug-

gest the bedroom of two small boys, aged six and two and
one~-half. The children slept and played with their toys
here; and here Charlotte conducted a few hours of c¢lass

for her older boy. Toys of this period are relatively
simple; howé#er, indulgent grandparents may have sent a few
more elaborate toys from New .York to thelr grandchildren,

Bed - The bed recommended is a modified sleigh
bed, c. 1820-1834, The headboard is some-
what higher than the footboard; and both have
plain panels and top railg. The uprights are
cyma-curved terminating in scrolls., Perven-~
dicular incised lines decorate the uprights.
The legs of both headboard and footboard end
in modified scrolls and rest on casters. The
receSSﬁg panel of the headboard has gadroon
edginﬂvu/ Both children would have occupied
this double bed, which should be set against
the eagt wall.,

Accessories - The bed should have a siraw mat-
tress and two feather pillows.

A Jacquard-wvoven coverlet should be pulled over
the matiress and pillows. One of New York pro-
venance would be appropriate., Thig may be either
blue and white or red, green, and white. The
coverlet probably should date no later than

1838; and many Jacguard-woven coverlets have

the date woven in the corner. Since the cover-

LZ7 " 0tto, No. 261,
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let came with a summer and winter gside, it
is recommended that the sgide for the apopro-
priate season be turned for visitors to see.

Cheet of Drawsrs - The Swords were the firast
oceupanty of the guarters; and the furnicshings
provided by the Quartermaster mugt have been
tallored Lo their needz, Since the children
were little, a wardrobe may not have been
deened neccggary Tor the room. Clothing worn
by the boys could be laid in drawsrs or hung
in the hall clozet,

A chest of drawers is recommended to be set to
the left of the fireplace., The one selected
dates c¢. 1820-1840. The chest has z slightly
overhanging oblong top, 38 to 44 inches wide,
with a veneer-faced or rounded edge. The car-
case has a frieze that projects about two inches
and contains a full-width drawer, sometimes eight
to 10 inches deep. The frieze is supported at
the corners by tapering columns, three to four
incheg in diameter, that are crotch-grain veneer-
ed or by acanthus-leaf carved pilasters. The
columng or pllasters rest on square plinths and
flank three full-width graduated drawers. The
drawer fronts are fitted with brass rosettes,
pressed glass or mushroom-turned wooden knobs.
The carcase is supported by either tall paw feet
with acanthus-leaf carved knees at front and
turned legs at resr or by four tall turned legs,
three to four inches in diameter with ring turn-
ings and sometimes reeded. This style was made
in mahogany, with crotch-grain veneer, cherry

or maple with vase-and-ring turnﬁg/columns or
carved pilasters of curly maple.

Wiaghgtend - Under the north window a washstand
should be placed. The washstand may be similar
to the one recommended for the master btedroon

or a light open washstand, ¢. 1840, If the
latter, it would be made of maple or birch with
a rectangular top slightly overhanging the base.
A drawer with either a mushroom-iturned woocden
knob or brass pendent-ring handle may be present

46/ Ormskee, No. 160, pn. 210-211,
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in the skirt beneath the top. On the sides of
the top there should be scroll arms connected
by dowels to a plain or slightly curved back on
which towels could be hung. The legs should be
plain or baluster-turned with small ball or peg
feet. Approximately ten to twelve iﬁp eg from
the floor there may be a small shelf

Accessories -~ Over the top of the washstand, a
huck towel ghould be laid to catch any spilled
water. A metal basin, which the boys would use
for washing, would be set on top of the towel.
Beside the basgin, a small Flow-Blue soap dish,
similar to the Scinde pattern, should be set;
and in 1t there should be a bar of home-made
soap. A linen or a huck towel should be hung
over each of the arms. These may be plain or
have a small woven design near the hem. A
water pitcher matching the soap dish should be
set on the lower shelf,

Table ~ Near the center of the room, a table
‘should be set. This would have been used by
Charlotte to teach her son. The table should be
plain and similar to the tables recommended for
the master bedroom and desk in the parlor. The
top should be rectangular and approximately 30 in-
cheg long and 18 inches deep. The top should over-
hang a straight three inch skirt. The splayed
legs should be straight and slightly tapering
toward the floor. It should be finished asg the
other tables, (Al e

Accegpories - A slate set in a wooden frame, a
piece of chalk, a white linen rag to use as a chalk ..
eraser, and a pencil box, c. 1840, should be set on
the table. A copy of the 1836 edition of a Firgt
MeGuffey Reader should be open and placed in front

of the tezchar's chair, The 18736 edition is the
first of the MceGuffey's series and rare., It may

be possible to obtain a reproductlon. however, to

use here.

Chal; ~ At the side of the table a chair that is =

u7/ Thomas H. Ormgbee, Flald Guide to American Viectorian Fur-

niturs (New York, 1952), No. £32, [p. 30j- JJQ. References
Lo Oxmsbee are to Early American Furniture, unless other-

wise gpecified,

37



part of the set uged in the dining room should
be placed for the teacher's convenience.

Child's chair - A smaller chalr for the student
to occupy during his lessons should be set near
the east wall. Thisg may be one of the popular
Hitchcock-type chairs produced for young people
early in the nineteenth century. The chair may
be a combination of pine, maple, hickory and
poplar, painted yellow. Markings painted on the
spindles, uprights, legs, and stretchers in a
darker color simulate bamboo. The seat should
be s0lid wood, possibly saddle~shaped. The top
rail may be two dowels, open bhetween, with a
small wooden insert in the centery or it may be
a solid pilece thaf_is stenciled. The chair
Should be armlesais/

Toys - Toys should be scattered about the room,
Indulgent grandparents, as well as moderately well-
to-do parents, would have provided the children
with playthings, although children of this period
did not have quantities of toys to amuse them-
- selves with, as later generations have had.

A pull toy should be set on the floor between the
table and the bed., This should be a carved and
painted horse, c¢. 1845, and mounted on a platfornm
with wheels, uéf should have a cord by which it
may be pulled*ﬂ/ ‘ :

A jumping jack, c. 1840%'s, should be suspended over
the boysg' bed from a square nail. The jumping jack
may be g color print on cardboard or one of the
wooden onesg being mide in small factories in New
England, Hew gﬂrk, Penngylvania, and New Hampshire
at this time=<

On the hearth of the fireplace, seversl toys should
be placed. Not only would the children's mother
have set items here to get them "off the floor," dbut
this would be a natural platform on which children
would delight in playing. Captain Swords probably

LB/ 1cClinten, Antiques ofAmerican Childhcod, 147,
49/ 1Ibid., 250,
2/ Ibiu., 230.
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brought blorks of wood from the saw mill and

from the buildings that were being constructed

to his boys to use. It is recommended that oak
and walnul "blockg" of wood, some conforming to
the woodwork patterns of the quarters, be arranged
on the hearth to form a Tort., At the top of the
fort, a small United States flag, with the correct
number of stars and stripes for the period, should
be set., This may be made of paper with pencil,

ags a child might do.

Approaching the fort might be a small tin toy,

guch as a cart pulled by a goat. Tin toys were
painted in bright colors and highly popular.

Nearby might be a squeak toy. These consisted

of a figure of wood, papier-maché or composition
Tastened to a thin wooden platform with bellows
beneath. The bellows produced the squeak. Sduirrels,
rabbits, E}rds, cats, etc. were popular with the
childrenéﬁ

On the fireplace mantel, a Jack-in-the Box should
_be set. The ones at this period had either papler-
maché or wooden heads and hands. The bodies were
dressed %Eéyalico; and the boxes were covered with

T

wallpape A small wooden top may be laid beside
the box.
gyéya%<fr¢vé} . At the far right on the mantel,(én olive green or
o _%Q;g@g dark bottley preferably molded in a wooden mold,
ﬁ%xéﬁﬁﬁ@“/ﬂy arfepshould be set, The bottle probably held a home-
1$$5#%r{fﬁﬁﬁa aé%ﬁ%%ﬁmade medicine of time-honored family use for sick
Va7 Z?A%ﬁﬁ ) . children. The bottle should have a cork stopper)

f¢¢u%¢/74%}%?%%”??$/ and a paper label, tied by a string around the neck,
/ﬁbﬁfyyéawuﬁﬁyﬁy gshould indicate the contents. Beside the bottle, a
7 &

SOy fe child's mug should be set, These were extremely
//;, 5 //f 4 ' : 2 :
s ,,?/4,ﬁﬁg popular and bore transfer pictures or inscriptionsg.
,ﬁ@%é@ﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ' “A present for Mary," "A Present for my dear boy,"
or verses with decorations were used on crezmware

mugs made before 1840 by Enoch Woodj; but many
companies made these small size mugs for children.

Toy box - Against the north wall to the left of

i bid., 26514
é‘/gz/ TBide, 276-277.
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the washstand, a packing box used as a toy box
shoukd be set. This should be pine, with wooden
braces on the outside. The wood should be inch
boardy and the 1lid should be down.

Lighting -~ Fire was an ever pregent danger in early
homes, where lighting was by candles. It is doubt-

’égzéaééf”””/é’4%¢9@y ful that the Swords would have allowed a candle-
/%??Kib?/éﬁ g gtick and candle to be left in the room unatitended

fﬁé,y@ﬁﬁ%/%%éﬁéwg' by an adult.. The iny vigible l@ghting that §S
ﬁm}1{eyﬁkﬂ%é;¢¢am%¢ﬁyrecommended is a tin sconce, similar to that in
’ﬁy’yz% A the master bedroom, which should be hung to the
4ﬂﬁ%¥5?;’”” 7 right of the east doorway near and above the boys'
" g e bed., This would have been 1it during sick vigils
> o Ao see Or when a parent was summoned during the night.
/5f4§eﬂ (Goragt I '
’ S gee”  Curtaing - No curtains are recommended for this

&

s

ﬁﬁ;*ég

e

room. ‘The children probably rose at daylight, when

soe fﬁﬁgéﬁ%heir parents awoke and were put to bed at dusk.

Floor covering - A small woven rag carpet should
be placed at the side of the children's bed. The

. rug may be made of wool or cotton rags, but the
latter is preferred, The gitrip should be approximate-
1y three feet wide and five feet long. The pattern
may be varicolored,

The Basement Hallway

The lower hallway has a window looking toward the
parade ground; and a door in the rear leads to the backyard.
The lower hallway probably was much used and would have been
kept clear of encumbrances during the daytime. At night,
pallets for the slaves not domiciled in the south room may
have been laid. These pallets would have been rolled up
in the morning and placed in the south room closet or on
top of the double bed in the room to be covered by a quilt.
For the purposes of interpreting the quarters, however, it
may be desirable to roll a straw-filled mattress and place

Lo



it in the corner of the hallway. The matiress should be
made of canvas and tied with heavy hemp cord.

A three iﬁch board with pegs should be nailed to
the wall belween the kitchen door and the northwest corner.
On this the men would have hung their hats when entering
from outsgide. Several men's hats should be hung on the pegs.
In the summer the hats should be straw and in the winter
felt. The condition should indicate much use. A woman's
plaid wool shawll, c. 1840'g, may be hung on one of the pegs
also. This would have been used by one of the female slaves
on cold and windy days when doing tasks outdoors,

Beside the door leading to the yard, a square nail
should be driven. On this should be hung a pierced tin
candlellantern to be used by persons going outside after
dark. |

A small table may be placed against the east wall
opposite the kitchen door. Thils table would have been set
at the foot of the stalrs, when meals were being served in
the dining room. The table should have a rectangular top,
approximately 36 inches by 18 inches. Like the other tables
recomménded as being contrived at the post, this table should
be gimply made. The legs, however, should be tresgtle and
supported by a stretcher, It should be stained Quarter-

master red,

b1
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The Slavesa' Roonm
' i)

This ground floor room is pleasant, Ithas a large
eight~-pane, double-hung window and a door in the south wall.
There is a large closet or storage area in the north wall
and a fireplace to warm the room. The furnishings for this
room probably were simple, since slaves recelved little |
consideration even from the kindest owners. Plain pallets
or beds and perhaps a few pieces of furniture were all that
was deemed necessary for their comfort. The following fur-
nishings are recommended:

Bedsteads - Although some famillies may have per-
gsleep, it will be presumed that the Swords were
more congiderate and provided at leasgt gome of
their servants with bedsteads.

Against the east wall between the doorway and the
closet, a double bed should be set. This should
be s survival type of the early under-eaves bed-
steads produced during Colonizl days. It should
have short head posts, a low headboard, and rail-
high foot posts. These bedsteads were very low,
never more than 18 to 20 inches off the floor.
The headboards varied in style and sometimes

were concave curved, flanked by flat central
sections or slightly arched in continuous flat
curves, Pogsts tended %o e heavy, abvout four
inches square at rasil level, The bed would bte

a repe bedstead, with the ropes strung through
bored rope holes or over small fturned rope knobs.
Made in assorted woods, it probgﬁyy would have
been finished with a red filler?

A single bedstead should be gset in the southwest
corner of the room. This should have 2 simple
turned hesdboard and footroard with straigzkt board
rails., The turned posts of the head snd fecotboards

©37 Ormshee, No. 203, pp, 367-368,
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were joined by turned rails Eyproximately three
to four inches from the to

Accessories - On each bedstead there should be /M//(yFVLK:
1814 a straw or husk matitress covered with cané’

vas. The double bed should have two and the

gingle bed one feather pillow.,

Over each bed a faded quilt that shows much use
should be pulled. "Honey Bee," "Feather Star,"
"Wild-Goose-Chase," or other early patterns
may be used.

Chair - A ladder back chair should be set against
the cast wall to the right of the doorway. This
should have front and rear uprights about an inch
and a half to two inches in diameter. The front
legg may be plain or sausage-and-ring turned, The
back uprights may terminate in urn-shaped or elongated
ball finials. TFour to six graduated slats with the
upper edges slightly curved should serve as ladders
between the back uprights. The seat should be rush
or gplint; and the legs should be braced by box
stretehers. This is found,.in native hardwoods and
probably will be stained

Stool - In front of the fireplace, a four-legged

stool should be set, This may be a contrived piece,
coneisting of a solld oak or walnut seat supported

by four plain round legs about two inches In diameter,

Wacghstand - A small packing Pox should be set to the
left of the closet doorway for the servants to use

as a washstand. The box should be plain and not
reinforced on the outside. It should be approximately
36 inches by 12 inches by 16 inches; and stenciled

on one gide in black paint should be the worde:

"Captain Swords, Q¥D, First Dragoons.”

Accegzorica - On the top of the washstand, a tin
or copper basin should bve plqoed. The basin should
date 1830-1840, Beside the basin an old transfer

pattern saucer with a2 bar of homemade soap should
be set. The saucer may be chipped and look like

557
57

iiiier, 1, No. 1077, pp. 600-601.
Ormabee, D. 53.
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it is one discarded from a china set,

On the floor of the box, a brass water pail

should be set, This should not be a spun pail,

for this procegs was developed in 1851. The braﬂc or
iron bail handle should be riveted to the sides

of the pail, It is not necessary that it be in

mint conditlon., The bucket may have a battered and
used look, as if it had seen many travels,

Into one side of the packing box, a square nail
may be driven; and on this a homespun towel should
be hung, '

Fireplace -~ Fires probably were burned only during
the coldest spells in the slaveg! room. In the
winter a good part of their time would have been
spent in the kitchen and other parts of the house
or outbuildingss and the bedroom would have been
used primarily for dressing and sleeping purposes,
During the Colonial period, fires were not un-
comrmonly built on the floor of the fireplace.
Andirong or grates were reserved for areas where
fires burned more frequenily. This custom pro-
bably was followed here; and no .andirons or grates
are recommended for this fireplace, Logs and kind-
ling, however, in the fall, winter and svring may
be placed in the opening; and in the summer a pile
of blackened ashes may indicate the fireplace had
been in usge.

Besgide the opening, a hearth brush made of a pole

around which splints or husgks have been tied may

be gset, DThis w tid be aa;rude, home—wade affair.
EF A e S R 2GR Rl

Alsc on the hear: a glazed pottery jug with

handle, c¢. 1840, should be set, Into the opening

a corn cob for a stopper may be thrust,.

On the mantel the following items chould be get:

a brass or tin candleholder with partially burned
candle to be used if the slaves were called during
the night, a round wooden lapped box in which tobacco
or other small items might be kept, a corncob pipe,
and a glazed pottery pitcher. The latter may be

salt glaze, for a larze number of fragrments of this
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ware have been uncovered at the site.

Over the mantel two small pege or square nalls

may be driven into the wall. On these several

cane fisghing poles should be hung for the ser-

vants to uge during theilr free time., The poles
should be sirung with linen line and have iron

hooks attached.

Glothes pegs - To the right of the south door,

a plain wianut board with three or four wooden
pegs should be hung for the servanis to use.

The board should be approximately three inches
wide. On one of the pegs an old weathered man's
hat; c. 1835, should be hung.

Lantern - When Captain Swords came home late at
night and needed light by which to dismount and
enter his home, a servant must have been sum-
moned, He probably would have used a lantern
hung near the door for this purpose, It is
recommended that a pierced tin lantern or a glass
_candle lantern be hung from a nail in the wall

to the.left of the door leading outside.

Curtaing ~ Curtaine probably hung at the window
which faced the parade ground., At one time
Swords complained that a soldier tried to enter
the slaves' guarters and at another time the
Swords themselves occupied the room, so curtains
undoubtedly were hung to ensure privacy. The
curtains should be made of a small print calico
of the 1840's period. A small pattern on a red
or green background is suggested. 01d guilts are
a good source of pattern styles; but the material
probably will be & modern preduction., The panels
should be hemmed at the top and bottom with ap-
proximately a one inch allowance. Because material
was not made as wide as today's, the panels will
appear somewhat skimpy. The curtains should be
hung from a small wooden pole attached by metal
brackets inside the window frame.

T&/  In tre collections of the Kensas Historical Society.
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Floor covering - The floor should be bare. No
carpets or rugs are recommended.

Closet
The closet probably was used bhiefly for storage.
Packing boxes, barrels, trunks not in uge, etc. could bhe
placed here, until the next transfer arose., This area
need not be furnished. While it might hold some visitor
interest, it has no intrinsic value to the interpretation
of the quarters. If it is decided to furnish the closet,
the following articles may be used: a board with five pegs
nailed to the wall on which are hung calico govms for the
wonen siaves apd a calico shirt.for a man, c¢. 1840, two
hide-bound trunks, c¢. 1828-1840, two barrels with hickory

bands stenciled "Capt, Thos. Swords, QMD, First Dragoons,”

gseveral small hogsheads, and a carpet bag.

The Kitchen

The kitchen is gimilar to the gouth bedroom, except
that two windowzs occupy the north wall., The closet in the
south wall probably wag used as a pantry; and it is the
larger gize of the fireplace that has identified the room,
The kitchen is a pleasant area and one in which nmuch of the
activity of the home centered. From here wafted tempting
odorg Lo tantalize children and send them in to beg a cookie
or perhaps a crumb of cake from the cook. It bustled, when

fruits were being preserved for winter's use and the Swords
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. kitchen must have been made at the post.
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_were entertaining¢ Tn cold weather the warmth of the
fireplace was comforting to the servants, when they came
in from outdoor chores; and they all must have eaten here,
after the family had been served upstairs.

Eighteenth and early nineteenth century kitchens
had much in common; and the equipment was basically the
same, until stoves replaced cooking over a fire. Despite
supplements&sent away for or acquired from the pos?d
sutler, the dlet remained relatively simple, with salt pork,
beef, and bread being basic, Game and fowl shol near the
post were welcome additions, although Swords claimed to
have little personal luck hunting. Fish could be caught
in nearby streams. Mrs. Swords made jellies and preserves
from the fruit of her trees; and she probably had a végetable
garden to provide delicacies not ordinsrily available. The
Swords kept horses; and they had a cow to provide fresh
milk for their boys. Chickens or ducks may have been in-
cluded in the "etec." Swords mentions in one of his letterséz/

Conveniences were few; and many of the furnishings in the

+

.~ The following are
LT S A o oaw] [ 3 "-'. - . g ‘..'.." .\.':':"_"'.’- ,’:,-;j

recomménded to relate to a'kitchéﬁ ét ﬁbrt'Scoﬁt; o;‘iéhs}‘

L R A LY P R T S

Cupboard or open-face dresser - This would have been
used 1o store dishes and frequently used pots and
pans. The Swords probably had several sets of

7/ Swords to Lieutenant Johnston, March 5, 1843,
b7



dighes--a "good" set and an every day set. A
cupboard of this period comes in two parts.

The upper portion has flat, slightly overhanging
molded cornices or hoods, 46 to 60 inches wide,
gsometlimes with a narrow flat frieze below. It
gshould have three to four full-width shelves,

preferably of the same depth with plain or rounded

edzes. The sides may be scrolled pieces. The
lower section has a counter top from 16 to 22
inches deep, below which are two drawers four to
five inches deep and a full-widih cupboard with
single or double doors. The latter doors may be
plain or recessed panel and flanked by wide
gtiles or sometimes a wide center stile that is
reeded or paneled., The drawer fronts are plain
and fitted with turned wooden knobs, Hinges
maymggjﬁwshaped or butit-iron. The piece may have

g-gifiple molded base supported by four plain

bracket feet or may rest directly on the-  floor.
Height varies from five feet 10 inches %o § ven
feet, Thig style was made for many years The
cupboard should be set to the left of the paniry
docr on the south wall.,

Accessorle - The shelves of the cuphkoard should
display disnes and items used frequently by the
cook., It is recommended that a set of dishes,
¢, 1838, be purchased to arrange on the shelves,
The pattern may be Flow-Blue "QClnde," "Sprig,"

"Blue Peatlered:e 9/0r one of the trangfer patterns

found at the sites The gset does not have to be
complete; but it should include vegetable dishes,

a

platter, a tureen, plates, small dishes, and cups,
Thege should be placed as they would be used on the

shelves; and in addition, the following items are

to be used with them: a tole tea csnizter, 2 stone-

ware pilicher with blue decoration, a4 stoneware

Besna pot, a tole bread basket, a woocden divided bex
forx, GL3Vﬂrware,_several ginall lappod wooden boxes

cupboard, stoneware crocks, thelr tops covered wi
linen and tied with string, should be set.

0. 241, PP 332~ 334, )
2 w?tt( » ig not recomnended., It is uced

Wﬁere, and presumadly the extra pleces are stored in

rentry.

L8

S Tor eviceu, and tvo pewher mugs, - Oh thé-tdp of the'

Th

alsn.
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Chairg - A number of chairs would have been
1eoded by the slaves to rest on and to dine on

at mealtime. The chalrs recommended are sim-

ple slat-back chairs, c. 1830, These are similar
Lo ‘the one recommended for the tedroom. The seals
asnould be rush or splint., A1l of the chairs do
not have to be in good condition, seversl of them
may show the wear that moves about the country
would oceasion., Quite possibly they were chairs
picked up at posts, when officers transferred
away. Two chairs should be set on either side

of the east doorway; and one chair should be
drawn up to a table in the center of the room,

A third chair should be sel to the right of the
cupboard; and s fourth chair should be set in

the corner to the right of the fireplace.

Rocking chair - One old rocking chair for the use
oF one oFf The older servants ls recommended. Tt
will be presumed that by virtue of age and position
in the household ne was entitled to this luxury.
The chalr should be a sla8~back plece also. 1I%
wmay or may not have armsgm/

8tool - A three-legged stool should be placed in
front of the fireplace for the cook to use when

roasting meats and stirring the old iron kettle,
The gtool should be sturdy and home nade,

Table - A table should be set in the center of
the kitchen for the cook to work on and for servanis
to use at mealtime. The table should e approxi-
nately 56 to 60 inches by 26 to 32 inches and have
trestle legs, The three inch skirts at either end
are overaung bty the top., The X-zshaped trestles
and the stretchers should be four to six inches
wide, This table is a survival of earlier eighteentn
- _ gentury cewbuck tables and differe only in being
comewhat Liznter., Usually the table was made of
pine; however, gt Fort Scott it might have been
walnut or oak$i? ' ,

Accegsories - Some kxind of activity should e in
progress. The cooX could be haking bread or cake:
che could re making applessuce, ples, or arnle

60/ Ormsbee, 53.
51/ Itvid,, 113,
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butters or beang could be readied to bake,.

Jtems appropriate to whatever the activity ism
should te displayed on the takrle top. If the
activity ig ple making, a large crock, a wooden
rolling pin, a pie tin, a cup, and canisters of
flour and sugar could be set on the table. Thig
can be left to the imagination of those involved
in interpreting the house,

Auxiliary table - A second smaller table should

e get between the north windows. This should

Ve a post-made table, approximately 30 to 36 in-

ches long and 18 to 24 inches wide, fThe legs

snould ve approximately two inches square, tapering
at the floor slightly. Beneath the overhanging

top, there should be a three inch skirt. This is
gimilar to other tables recommended for the quarters.

Accesgories - On top of the work table, a basket

~the tabl

filled with blown egge should be set. A salt--glaze
milkx pitcher may bLe set veside The tasket. Under
. a.brass bucket whould be seen, This
should be similar to the one recommended for the

‘servants' bedroom; and it does not have to be in

mint condition. This pail would have been used to
bring milk from the cow to the house.

Churn ~ Butter was a luxury that owning a cow would
have enabled the Swords to enjoy. A wooden dasher-
type churn with iron bands should be set in the
northeast corner of the room,

Fireplace - The items in this kitchen fireplace would
not have differed substantially from those used during
the eighteenth century, when cooking was done over an
open Tire, The list of vtens=sile vged in thre pre-
raration of meals is long and varied. Not all, how-
aver, would have Teen on display. Presurzedly, miny

- would _have, been atoged in the pentry closet, wntil o, .
“rieed for them arose. "Phée Ffollowing 4tems are recom-

mended;

Andirons -~ A pair of iron andirons should bde
set in the fireplace. These should be simply
made, with two supporting feet and a plain
graft to which is riveted a horizontal bsr
supported by a single foot. The andirons
crould appesr to have keen wadle £% The poet,
c. 1840, On the andirons, several oax logs

50
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should be laid in anticipation of need (ov
actually burning). The back bricks should
be blackened from use; and under the logs
ashesg should be scatiered from previous
fires.

Crane - A crane should he attached to the
fireplace and from this the kettles, tea-
kettles, and pots hung over the fire,

Teakettle - A cast-iron teakettle, c¢. 18135-
1845, should be hung on the crane. Water
was heated almost continuocusly during the
day to care for the needs of the family.

Dutch oven - Duteh ovens were used both in

the home and in camp; and the Swords surely
owned one, A squat ketitle set on three short
Jegs and with a 1id that could be covered
with coals, the oven was excellent for baking.
It is recommended that a Duteh oven be set

on the hearth near the fire,

Reflector oven - Tin reflector oven were used
to cook fowl and other gaame. Heat from the
fire was reflected by the metal back, cutting
down the cooking time. If the fire is going,
a reflector oven should be sgset on the hearth
facing the flames. On a skewer inside, a
plece of meat should ve cooking. The latter
nay be simulated~er real.

Hot - If the reflector oven is not used, =2
arge iron kettle or pot may be substituted.
this soups, stews, oatmeal, ete. would have
been cooked, A larze iron ladle mwmay be nlaced
in the pot ready for use. Surprisingly, there
is no evidence today of hookxs on whrich ulensils
neaded by a qqu.would have hung.

Fireplace equipment - To the left of the opening,
a wrought iron poker and tongs and a hearth broom
ndde of spllnts ghould be set. Thnere is no
evidence of Jam hocks, so the pieces should

lean against the bricks. On the right side, a
peir of btellows with brags tip and weod handles
ghould be set. g
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Closet

Shoes ~ In front of the bellows, a pair

'of shoes for a small boy, c. 1845, should
be set, These could be leather bYeoots with
little tagsels; and they should be muddy.
Undoubtedly, the Swords® boys would have
found a nmud puddle gomewhere, possibly near
the stream, and coeme home to earn their
mother*s displeasure. The shoeg would have
been given a servant to dry and cleen; and
they probabtly would have been brought to
the kitchen for this purpose.

Barrels and casks - Barrels and casks were used -

to stors a variety of staples that were purchased
in bulk quantities. Sugar, flour, cider, whiskey,
brandy, vinezar, spples, molasses, salted down
meat, ete. came in these sturdy containers. To

the left of the fireplace, a barrel with hickory
bands containing flour or sugar should be placed.
On top of the lid, a long-handled tin or brass
dipper should be set to use when needed. A snall
wire mouse trap, c. 1840, may be placed unobirugively
begide the barrel. Rodents were a problem in days
when 1t was not vosgsible to keep contalners tightly
closed; and small furry animals crept into kitchens
for warmth, as well as food, Rat and mouse traps
were made at an early period; and the one used nere
probably would be of simple wire construction with
bait inslide.

Several casks, one with a wooden spigot, should be
get in the northwegt corner of the room.

Broom - In the corner beside the casgks, a broom

made of straw or Iine splints may be set for use in
housckeeping.,

Curtaine - Mo curitains are recommended fer the windows,

whigh overlooxed tihg back yard and_ buildings.

Floor covering - No carpets or rugs are recommnended.

The closet or raniry off the kitchen nust have been

usad for atorzzz. Extra pots, skillets, trivets, dishes,

crocys,

preserves, surplies, ete. must have been kept here
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~on shelves, The area adds little to the interpretation
of the house but increases the cost of furnishings con-
siderably., It is recommended that the pantry not be fur-

nished.

Porch
Vigitors will leave the house via fhe door leading
to the back yard. Here, they may wish to pause to rest or
to inspect other buildings. It is recommended that several
sturdy benches be get on the porch under the windows. These
may be used by visitors to rest on, before continuing their
tour. During the Swords' occupancy, there probably wag a
bench on the porch for the slaves 1o use as a washstand,
It would have been convenient also during warm months for
them to sit on, when repairing harness, churning butter,
picking over vegetables and fruits, etc. The benches used
today may be old in style but new in construction and sturdy

enough to gustain the weight of visitors without accident.

Encloaed Arsa on First Floor Porch

- On the first floor rear porch, there is an enclosed
area that runs the width of the plazza. The purpose of this
shed is not known. It is recommended that this be used by
the area =2z a utility room to store vacuum cleaners, mops,
and other clzaning equipnent needed 1o keep the quarters

gspotless,
53
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ESTIMATES



ESTIMATED COSTS

54

Front Porch
Jasmine, in packing box 15,00
Mignonettes (2), " " 30.00
Cactus, " nen 10,00
55.00
First Floor Hallway
Table " 50,00
Table cover 35.00
Vases 75.00
O0fficer's cap 50.00 e
Picture 100.00 ////
Serving table ho,00
Indian bow & guiver 150.00///
555,00
Parlor
Parlor suite 1800,00
Pillows 80.00
Candlestand 150.00
Candlestick, brass 65,00
Box, mosalc or shell 35.00
Chair, Voltaire 550,00
Ceriter table 300.00
Table cover 65.00
Book 25.00
Box 30,00
Card table 450.00
Figurines, vase 200,00
Packing box, drape 50.00
Books 285,00
Desnk 100,00
Tahle 35.00
Fire screen 95.00
Mantel "ornaments’ 325,00
Fireplace equipment 8§5.00
Fireboard 50,00
Mirror- 95,00
Silhouettes, pair 120,00
Pictures 500,00
Draperies 650,00
Brusgels c¢arpet 1200,00
7895,00

L



_Brot Fwd, 895,00
Dining Room

Table 650,00
Chairs, (8) 1100,00
High chair 95.00
Side ‘table 500,00
Fitted liquor case 150.00
Tureen 280,00
Setiee 600,00
Guitar 75.00
Mantel items 375,00
Fireplace edguipment 100.00
Tea set, Chelsea 275.00
Pictures 250.00
Sewing table 175.00
Bagket & contents 35.00
Curtains 650,00
Carpet, Ingrain 600,00
13805,00
Hallway .
Fasel 55.00
13860.00
Master Bedroom’ ‘
Bedstead, etc. 600,00
Quilt 275,00
Chest of drawers 550,00
Accessories, " " 115.00
Wardrobe 800,00
Washstand 175,00
Accessories, * " 260,00
Mirror : 65.00
Trunk 100,00
Hat boxes 150,00
Table - 50.00
Bathtub 95,00
Bucket 70,00
Uniform - .. .. - . - ... .R50.00 ... .-
Sword, sash, -belt, ete. 350.00
Mantel items 185,00
Fireplace equipment 65.00
Candle sconce 55.00
Pictures 85,00
Rug 165,00
18320.00
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Brot Fwd.
_Children's Bedroom

18320.00

Bagement Hallway

Servantsg! Quarters

Kitchen

Bedstead, etc. 550.00
Coverlet 150.00
Chest of drawers 500,00
Washgtand 175.00
Accegsories,® " 100.00
Table 85.00
School items 150.00
Child's chair 95.00
Toys 250,00
Bottle, mug 115.00
Toy box 25.00
Sconce 55.00
Rug 45,00
. 20615.00
Pallet 45,00
Lantern 85.00
Clothing 85.00
Table 45,00 I
Z08%5,00
Bedsteads, etc. 400,00
Quilts, worn 180.00
Chair 75.00
Stool 50000
Packing box 35.00
Accessories 115.00
Mantel items 100.00
Fireplace equipment 45,00
Curtains 35.00
Miscellaneous 60,00
21970,00
Cupboard 600,00
. - Gontents - 850.00 .
Chairs (4) 225,00
Rocking chair 135.00
Stool 50,00
Trestle table 450,00
Accessories 195.00
Auxiliary table 85.00
Accessories 115,00
Churn, broom 25,00
Fireplzce equipment 9G.CO
Cooking eguipment 185,00
Barrels & casgks 175,600 -
25220.00
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- Brot Fwd. J - 25220,00
Clogets (Furnlghed)#

Hallway, second floor 650,00
Servants' quarters 500,00
Kitchen pantry 1000,00
27370.00
Back Porch
Benches 50,00

Total*‘&t T R R e e e N L e R is 27“’20:00

I*' 1t is recommended that ithese not be Turnished.

#% Egtimates do not include time-and travel -for procure— c

ment of items.
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